December 11, 2008

MPS Teachers Earn

National Certification

Nine district educators earned
National Board Certification in
2007-08. A total of 44 MPS
teachers have completed the very
rigorous requirements.

We're proud of the members
listed below. Their hard work
and dedication brings positive
recognition to our profession and
to our schools/district.

Dana Acamovic
Clement

Tamera Ellis
Morse

Kathleen Franzen
Marshall Montessori 1B

Pauline Graef
Zablocki

Rachel Kloss
Milwaukee Sign Language

Cynthia Rouse
Browning

Jenny Sagrillo
Riverside

Mary Silva
Garland

Emily Zawikowski
Congress

Thinking About
Obtaining Certification?

If you’re interested in earning
National Board Certification,
there are opportunities for finan-
cial and mentor support. In fact,
MPS teachers are eligible for a
program that helps you get started
by completing one of the ten
required steps. Please see the
Take One!® article on the back.
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Contract Negotiations Coming -
Please Sign Up for Updates

Talks on a new two-year teacher contract will start soon. The
current pact expires on June 30, 2009.

If you would like exclusive, online updates on bargaining, please
register at mtea.org. (You do not need to sign up again if you filled
out the e-mail and demographic data section of the bargaining survey
our union conducted in November.)

Targeted Updates and Surveys
Our teacher team plans to provide members with updates on contract
talks and targeted surveys on specific issues via e-mail.

Targeted Update Example - If you are close to age 55 (or older),
you may be extremely interested in the status of bargaining on retiree
benefits. If we have your e-mail address and age data, we will send
you updates on retirement issues.

Targeted Survey Example - Suppose our team needs to know how
many minutes per week of individual prep time elementary classroom
teachers receive. Only elementary teachers who have provided their
e-mail and grade level data would receive a quick online survey.

Salary Adjustments for New Teachers

Are you new to MPS and have you returned your signed contract?
Are you due a retroactive pay adjustment for prior outside teaching
experience or for additional college credits you earned (16 or more
beyond a bachelor's degree)?

If your outside experience places you at a higher salary step or your
college credits move you to a salary division beyond the BA lane, a
salary adjustment retroactive to when you started in MPS should be
on your November 28, December 12, or December 26 paycheck. And
then your checks should reflect a higher annual rate, reflecting your
higher step or division.

Check Your Paycheck Statements
Please check to make certain any adjustment due to you has been
made. If not, contact Don Ernest at ernestd@mtea.weac.org or

Stephanie Walters at walterss@weac.org. If you prefer, you may call
either of these MTEA staff members at 259-1990.

We recommend that you investigate any salary questions as soon as
you can - and well before the first semester ends on January 23.
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Take One!®
It’s Free.

Would you like to get a
sense of the rewarding, pro-
fessional growth opportuni-
ties available through the
National Board Certification
process, at no cost to you?
The Take One!® program
can help you complete one
portion of the process, along
with these benefits:

¢ Mentor support.

#Scores applied to the
certification process.

¢3%$395 application fee
waived.

More Information
To learn more about this
program and the benefits of
National Board Certification,
come to the session being
held from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 17,
at the MTEA Building.
Please register at mtea.org
(Events) or call 259-1990.

December 31
Application Deadline

To participate in Take
One!® or the full National
Board Certification program,
you must apply by Wednes-
day, December 31.

If you want the details (but
can’t attend the session on
December 17), please call
or Nicol Peters-Freeman at
438-3645 or Deborah Kuether
at 475-8327.
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We wish you and

your family a joyous
holiday season and a
happy new year!
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Thirsty Third Thursday

Our union's SpeakOut! Committee invites you to a social network-
ing opportunity at O'Brien's, 4928 West Vliet Street - a casual pub
two blocks east of the MTEA Building. Come join us for Thirsty
Third Thursday on December 18, starting at 4:30 p.m.

Wanted: A Few Curious Members

Would you like to learn more about our union? The power of
collective action to improve teaching and learning? How to
advocate for public schools?

Do you believe in social justice and that being an educator goes
beyond the classroom?

Are you thinking about getting involved in our union at some level,
but don't know where to start?

Unique Opportunity for Emerging Voices
If you responded "yes" to the questions above, our Emerging Voices
program may be right for you.

We are looking for a diverse group of members to participate.
Emerging Voices is not just for "new" or "young" members. You
may have worked in MPS for years but have only recently started
exploring what it means to be an active union member.

Apply Online
If you're interested, please fill out the application at mtea.org by
January 9, 2009. For more information, please contact Stephanie
Walters at walterss@weac.org or 259-1990.

Winter Conference - Register Now
This year’s WEAC Winter Conference will be held the weekend of
February 27 - March 1 at Wyndham Milwaukee Airport Hotel and
Conference Center. Friday night is for dinner and socializing;
sessions take place during the day on Saturday and on Sunday morning.

The wide-ranging topics include: school funding reform, professional
development/licensing, preparing to retire, your credit score, classroom
tools and tips, bargaining, and many more.

For individual and team registration, as well the complete program,
go to weac.org. Registration fees postmarked by December 30 get
a special $60 rate. This fee covers training and six meals - Friday
dinner, three meals on Saturday, and breakfast and lunch on Sunday.

Make-It, Take-It on February 18

The MTEA Early Childhood Committee's annual make-it, take-it work-
shop is scheduled for Wednesday, February 18. Mark your calendar
now for this fun and informative session. Registration/details will be
at mtea.org and in Sharpener next year.

Winter Break - MTEA Schedule

During the winter break, the MTEA Building will be open from 8:00
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. on four days - December 22, 23, 29, and 30.
The office will be closed on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday both
weeks of the break.

*




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [684.000 864.000]
>> setpagedevice


